Mr. Valerio Battista, ICF President
Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen!
On behalf of the ICF I am very pleased to welcome and introduce to you the
Premier of the Western Cape, Mrs. Helen Zille. We are very honored that she
has taken time to be with us this afternoon and to give us an overview on
social and political developments in her country.
Helen Zille began her career in politics in the 1980’s. Since then she has
served her country in several important roles. From 1999 to 2001, she served
as Minister of Education of the Western Cape Province. In 2006 she was
elected as mayor of Cape Town and resigned from parliament. Two years
later in 2008 she was voted World Mayor out of a pool of more than 800 cites
around the world. In 2007 she was elected as the leader of the Democratic
Alliance at the party’s federal congress in Johannesburg and in May 2009
she became Premier of the Western Cape Province.
Please welcome Mrs. Zille to our meeting.
.
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Thank you Mr. Battista. I would also like to acknowledge Mr. Neesen and Mr. Schmidt
and all of you. You said “ladies and gentlemen” are there really other ladies? Oh, there
really is another lady here. That is good, that makes at least two of us here It is
wonderful to be here this afternoon. I would like to welcome the ICF to Cape Town. I
am sure you have had enough time to realize what a beautiful part of the world this is
and I certainly hope that you are all planning to relocate your head offices here
sometime soon and I will be very happy to welcome you here, when you do.
I have one hour, to have a discussion with you. I do hope that it will be a discussion. I
don’t want to just give a talk from the podium. I will make a few introductory remarks
and then I hope that you will have many questions to ask me, as I am sure you do.
Apart from being the Premier of the Western Cape, I am the leader of the main
opposition party in South Africa, the Democratic Alliance, so I am called the leader of
the opposition or the leader of the Democratic Alliance. I am also the Premier of the
one province where we govern, which may sound like few – one out of nine – but as
you will hear from my talk later on, it is a miracle that we govern one province at all.
So I will be telling you a little bit about that and a little bit about our prospects for
democracy in South Africa. I was told, that I am allowed to speak about politics, so if
you don’t want me to, please stop me now. I am a politician and I always say to people
that, if you don’t want me to talk about politics, there are many other people you could
have asked. But when I am here, I will tell you how I see South Africa and how I see
South Africa’s development and I will certainly try to be objective and fair. Then we will
have what I hope will be a lively discussion.
There are many people who say they are not interested in politics. They say with
some pride that they never get involved in politics, they know very little about politics.
Well I always tell them that if you’re not interested in politics, politics will be interested
in you. There are many well-established constitutional democracies all around the
world where the political culture and a fundamental slate of rights and a concept that
democracy is about limiting power, not extending and abusing power is so taken for
granted, that it becomes part of the culture. In a country like Britain they don’t even
have to write down their constitution, because it is so fundamentally assumed that
power will change hands, that very important institutions of state will remain
independent of political parties, that there are concepts such as the separation of
powers. All of these very fundamental ideas are so entrenched in the culture that
people can take them for granted. When you get a country in that state, you find that
power can change hands regularly through the ballot box, because the voters know
that they have the power and the voters hold their government and their leaders to
account. That becomes such an established democracy that people assume that it is
the way every thing should and does work. to succeed and others to fail.
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Well we are an emerging democracy and we hope, one day all of these things will be
taken for granted here. But the key lesson we have learned around the world is that no
democracy becomes established or consolidated without a lot of people doing a great
deal of hard work to achieve that end.
That is why I have read a lot about countries that have sought to become
democracies, both those that have succeeded and those that have failed.
Unfortunately, on the scale of transitions to democracy, there have been more failures
than successes. So being a country that is making this transition relatively late, one
must seek the advantages of that and make sure that we learn from other people’s
mistakes. There are lots of disadvantages about making a late transition, but if there
are any advantages, we had better learn from the mistakes of others. I think a lot of us
in South Africa put a lot of effort into trying to learn from others’ mistakes and to learn
from the successes of those that have made the transition and understand what the
decisions were and what the key factors were that allowed some to succeed and
others to fail. Now the home of multiparty democracy, I think, is the United States and I
have been very fascinated to read about its development from George Washington,
through Thomas Jefferson, John Adams etc. and the major debates around the birth of
the two party system and the accusations of betrayal and undermining the revolution
and everything else that went along with it. One of the presidents about whom very
little is known, but who has become much more popular over the last few years, is
John Adams. He was the president who really understood all of these things and wrote
a letter one year to his wife Abigail Adams who had many children and didn’t have
much support from her husband in raising them because he was very busy going
great distances around the country and overseas to establish the republic and its
constitutional framework, to make it functional. He, I think in conjunction with his good
friend Thomas Jefferson, involved the two party system, saying that you are not
disloyal if you disagree. No one has a monopoly on answers to the huge problems that
we face. We can all be loyal to one country under the constitution but differ in our
policy approaches to dealing with the problems.
He was trying to establish those very fundamental concepts, when one day I think
Abigail Adams got a bit irritated with his dealing with the big picture while she was
dealing with small pox epidemics and other things and wrote him a letter asking him to
please come home. He wrote her a letter back. It is wonderful that they did not do
everything by SMS and email in those days and instead actually wrote letters, which
sometimes took 18 months to get to the recipient. But here it is all preserved there for
us and future generations, so that we can actually follow what was going on, even into
the heart of domestic arrangements around the transition into democracy. He said, I
must focus on politics, so that our sons can have the liberty of focusing on
mathematics and economics and so that their children can have the luxury of focusing
on art and music and poetry and – I remember the last two words exactly – statuary
and porcelain, out of the quaint old English. But he understood it exactly, that our job
is to get the framework right in this generation, the constitution, under which
everyone’s rights will be guaranteed, freedoms guaranteed, opportunities assured, so
that they may pursue their dreams, become the best they can be and take their rights
and opportunities for granted. I understood it exactly. Fortunately, Abigail Adams let
him get on with it, because she also understood it. The good thing about it is that they
have set us a good example of a country that succeeded in making that transition – an
imperfect transition at first – but one that Barak Obama has so eloquently said –
achieved a more perfect union over time. It is all of our jobs to establish the basis on
which our countries can grow, develop and become successful.
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Today we in South Africa are hovering somewhere between John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson right at the moment and there is a huge amount of work to do. I am pretty
confident that we will get the job done and achieve our objectives. I think the United
States’ transition was a success and I think that many countries have been failures.
We have to learn as much from the failures as we do from the successes. There have
been a number of failures on our own continent. Failed transitions where democracies
have not been established. When you analyze those, you see that the root cause of
the failed transition to democracy is that after the first universal election, far too much
power was concentrated in very few hands and there was a failure of the insight that
the essence of democracy is to limit power. The new incumbents thought that the
essence of democracy was to extend power and to ensure that they could use their
power to benefit their political associates, friends and allies. More and more
concentration of power in fewer and fewer hands resulting in cronyism or patronage as
we know it and the inevitable corruption that follows when there are not any
independent institutions that are free of the dominant party to hold the party to
account, the corruption and the criminal state that follows in short order. The essence
of the insight is that liberation movements seldom make good democratic
governments, because liberations movements perceive the essence of liberation as
their seizure of power and their use of state institutions to advance their party’s
agenda rather than understanding that the essence of liberation is the limitation of
their power and the establishment of independent institutions to which power can be
called to account and to ensure accountability to the electorate. As more and more
power gets concentrated in fewer hands, the great challenge is that to get any
opportunities in life in those countries, you have links to the power brokers; favors are
dispensed through patronage, not through being compatible with the requirements of
the position or fit for any purpose. That leads to the decline of the economy, increasing
concentration of power, the collapse of any opposition parties, the one party state and
all of the anomalies that follow from that. So that is what we had to avoid in South
Africa. The first thing we had to avoid was becoming effectively a single party state.
So after having been very active in the beginning in the ANC’s alliance structures in
the 1980’s, early in the 1990’s I decided that the fight against apartheid had been won
and the fight for democracy was only just beginning. Those were two very distinct and
separate phases of our transition.
So I joined the Democratic Party the early in the 1990’s, a small liberal party, a tiny
part, with only 1.7% of the vote in the 1994, our first democratic election. I decided that
our biggest challenge in South Africa was to prevent politics from becoming a
contestation between racial groups. Our greatest risk to democracy was that politics to
become a contestation between different race groups, which in fact would prevent us
from ever becoming a democracy, because if that transpired, then one party was
always guaranteed an in-built majority and would never be called to account
effectively by voters changing their minds at the ballot box and there would never be a
contestation around policy and ideas, because it would always be a contestation
around race, which would be the end of South Africa’s democracy.
There seemed to be a very small chance of getting that right with a small liberal party
with 1.7% of the vote in 1994 ever becoming the main alternative and ever challenging
the established and entrenched paradigm of racial contestation in South Africa. If it
took the United States 200 years to get it right, I certainly didn’t think that given the
apartheid history, we would ever be able to get it right, but we had to try.

Progress through Politics – Helen Zille – page 217

We worked very, very hard from 1994 to 1999 to try to become the official opposition
and by some miraculous good planning and strategy, we managed that. Then from
being a very good opposition, we had to become a party that could win elections. By
another extraordinary miracle, we managed that in 2006, when we won this city, the
city of Cape Town, not outright but with 42% of the vote and had to put together a
seven party coalition to just scrape over 50%. That was an extraordinary experience,
because we put together the most diverse coalition you have ever heard of anywhere
in the world, because we had the fundamentalist Christian party and the
fundamentalist Muslim party in our coalition. We had the extreme right wing party, the
Freedom Front Plus that still believed, tragically, in racial nationalism and we had a
party that was on the left wing of the ANC in our coalition. We had a party that stood
for I don’t know what, but it had one single public representative, who held the balance
of power in Cape Town. We had a whole range of parties that were there and we had
to hold that coalition together. Every single one of the other six coalition parties had on
their own the balance of power and if every one voted with us, and every one was
there and no one was sick, we had a majority of one seat. But I was elected by double
that, the landslide of two votes, because someone from the other side defected and
secretly voted for me in the secret ballot. So I was elected by the landslide result of
two votes on the 15th of March in 2006 to become the mayor of Cape Town, I will
never forget it.
From there we had to try to consolidate that coalition and opposition to the ANC, when
they were determined to break that coalition and get us out of government. Well
miracle upon miracles, it actually lasted and our next challenge was to actually win
something outright. We succeeded at that too in 2009, when we won the whole
province with 51.2% of the vote, which was an extraordinary result. So although
people may think having one province out of nine and one major city out of five is not
huge for a democracy, for a developing democracy it is a huge achievement when you
consider the most pertinent political question. Most emerging democracies on our
continent have gone the other way. Most have consolidated more and more power in
fewer and fewer hands, here we are managing to move in the opposite direction. We
are dispersing power. We have come from being a tiny, irrelevant opposition to
becoming the official opposition and now being a party that actually can win elections
and govern. So we are taking our transition in a different direction and that is why I am
confident that South Africa can and will succeed. It is not going to be an easy ride. The
governing party doesn’t like us to win elections. They were very nice when we are a
tiny party making no progress, but they don’t like us at all when we start winning. Then
many of the strategies that we have seen for example in other parts of our continent
with tragic consequences – the intimidation, the race mobilization and other issues
that so easily come into play when an opposition is starting to challenge for power also
come to play here. So all of these things are enormous challenges for us. We have an
election next year and I am hoping that in that election we can break out of the
Western Cape and start winning in other parts of the country and on those
beachheads be able to establish the foundation for winning in more places. We have a
very important plan for 2014 in various provinces around the country and of course
2019 is our big plan for the national election. So step by step we are building this
democracy, we are building the idea in a new democratic electorate that it is okay to
change your mind, that supporting a political party is not like supporting a football
team, that you support irrespective, because your father supported it or because you
have sworn to support it to the death. In fact it is your democratic responsibility to
change your mind and to hold your rulers to account, that you have the power and
therefore must have the responsibility to use that power to build a democracy.
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All of these ideas we are getting across in a brand new democracy. They are all very
complex ideas and people do not understand how complex they are, if they simply take
them for granted, when they have inherited them from their parents and have them
built-in to the very fiber and DNA of their society. So that is our job in this generation of
South Africans and it will still be the job of the next generation of South Africans,
because if we don’t get that right and if we can’t protect our constitution, which is a
good constitution by and large, we can’t have economic growth and if we can’t have
economic growth on a sustained basis, we cannot address our very pressing social
problems. So these things are all linked. It has been my life’s greatest privilege and
pleasure to be able to thrust quite unwittingly into these roles, because I never
expected to have a role in politics. I just got involved because I was interested. It all
started when I was chair of the governing body of my children’s primary school, where I
got thrust into the national arena, because I challenged a plan that the government
was implementing at that time, which I said was illegal and unconstitutional, because I
had worked very hard in commenting on the law and knew that it was illegal and I won
a major national court case against the new government in 1996. That thrust me into
the limelight and things developed from there.
So the bottom line is this, it has been my life’s great privilege and entire coincidence to
end up where I have, but I feel confident that in between ten and twenty years’ time we
will be able to say that South Africa is a consolidated democracy, that we will be able to
take our rights and our freedoms for granted, will be able to rely on an independent
judiciary and criminal justice system and independent institutions to protect everybody’s
rights, not just become extensions of the ruling party. Now I can’t guarantee that,
because there is still a huge amount of work to due and if ruling parties wants to abuse
their powers and if they choose to do so, democracy is very fragile and depends on a
social compact of people not to abuse their power. I still think it can work and I spend
my entire life working to that end. I certainly hope that in ten to twenty years, you,
ourselves and the whole world will be celebrating the emergence of strong,
economically viable democracies not only in South Africa but all across the entire
continent
Thank you very much! Now you can ask questions.

Question: What are your perspectives on foreign investment and what support does
the region give?
Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
Economic growth and job creation is our number one priority. We believe that we have
to align all our policies to achieve this growth and foreign direct investment is a key to
growth, so our approach is to be very warmly, to remove as much red tape as possible,
to develop a clear and unambiguous brand for the Western Cape and to establish an
economic development agency whose primary job is to attract and secure investment,
minimize red tape and make growth possible. So we are very keen on growth, because
our primary challenge is unemployment and poverty in South Africa and we know that
you cannot deal with those problems on a sustainable basis, unless you have
sustainable growth. When we have competing priorities and difficult policy choices to
make, we will always try to default to the policy choice that can maximize growth.
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Question: Yesterday we had a very impressive presentation about the capability of
this country. We saw that this country possesses technology, minerals, energy, almost
everything to make it a greater economy than it is. Already it is one of the most
successful economies in Africa, but can do a lot more. I posed the question: What is
holding this country back from doing more. The answer was bureaucracy. This country
is known for that outside of South Africa. How do you plan to address this issue.
Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
I believe that we have to pursue policies that promote growth and make it easier to
create jobs and get jobs. That is the simple formula we have to get right. As with all
simple formulas this is very difficult to achieve. Number one: what is primarily holding
our country back is the level of skills of our population. Across the continent we have
huge natural resources, which has been part of our curse, because we have not
worried about developing our people, because we had all this abundant wealth.
Countries that have very little natural wealth and focused on developing their people
have done exceptionally well with few of the riches that South Africa has. We
neglected our people. So education and skills development is a prerequisite for
growth. Secondly, you have to have a government that makes it easier to create jobs
and get jobs. That means massively reducing bureaucracy and the red tape that it
requires. It also means that you have to make it easier for businesses to employ
people outside of the rigorous regulatory environment that currently exists. That is
where my party fundamentally differs from the national government. We say your
priority has to be growth and every policy choice has to be pro-growth so people can
get the skills and then get the jobs, because the skills are compatible with the jobs
through a regulatory environment that is pro-growth. On that basis we differ
fundamentally from the national government, which has an approach that has not
advanced education, which was my first major fight with the government. Nor does it
advance skills in any meaningful way. Now I had a meeting with the national minister
on higher education yesterday and he certainly understands the problem. Then we
also have an environment that is very skewed to protecting people who are already in
jobs rather than broadening the capacity of the economy to put more people in jobs.
We believe that is a mistake. The problem is that we don’t have all the powers that we
would like or need to change these things. Under our constitution, local government
has certain powers, provincial government has certain powers and national
government has certain powers. We can’t change labor laws at the provincial level for
example. We can’t change much of the bureaucracy around exchange controls and
other issues from a provincial point of view. We can only do within the national
framework a lot with education and skills development and we can do a lot to create
an environment, which is corruption-free, which we have been doing, and to create the
kind of confidence that drives investment. I said to President Zuma, allow us to
experiment, allow us to do the things that you can’t do nationally. Enable us to follow
our policy and then you can see whether they work. I don’t think he wants to do that, I
think he is a bit worried that they will work too well. My view is that we have to start
showing what we can do. The big problem is not only bureaucracy but also many of
the laws that stifle investment and the incredibly low ceiling, of lack of skills. We have
to get that right. We are working very hard where we can with the powers we have to
get that right. I think increasingly we will move in the right direction.
Question: I have read in the newspapers about a concern for freedom of the press, of
the media. Could you expand on this how this effects South Africa now and but also
has an impact on economic development in the future.
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Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
Well, a free media is obviously indispensible to a democracy and it is one of the big
battles that we have on at the moment to persuade the government to not introduce a
media tribunal, which would be staffed by people picked by parliament, which is
essentially politicians, and not to introduce the protection of information bill into
parliament, which would enable senior officials to classify information more or less at
will and make it very difficult for whistle blowers to expose corruption and other
problems. We are obviously opposing those bills very vehemently. I feel that we’ll be
successful in stopping them. If we can’t succeed in stopping them through the normal
parliamentary processes, we will stop them in the constitutional court. I am confident
that the constitutional court will not allow those measures to be passed, because they
will be deemed unconstitutional. On the other hand, I really think the press has to do a
little bit of self-reflection. The advantages of a free press always outweigh the
disadvantages, no matter how weak many of the media outlets are. I will always
defend their right to be as weak and as inaccurate as they often are. But I think it is
really important for them to understand that they have a fundamental responsibility
and that they need at a very deep level to do some introspection and to start reporting
accurately and not to rely solely on immediate response, on arguing that they have the
freedom to write whatever they like, but basically to reflect on their own responsibility
to reflect the society with a little more accuracy and to understand that getting through
to the truth is a complex matter. So I will always defend the media’s freedom, but they
are far from perfect in South Africa.
Question: I have a question regarding the Monday demonstrations in Leipzig more
than twenty years ago. Was there any time relation or political relation to the political
demonstrations, which came up here in Cape Town?
Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
There is no doubt that the fall of the Berlin wall very particularly and the end of the
Cold War had a huge impact on South Africa’s transition. Up till then the national party
power structure was convinced that the Soviets and the Marxists were using the ANC
as a proxy to seize power in South Africa. That was not such a far-fetched idea,
because the ANC and its allies were divided between the nationalist movements, the
Marxists and a tiny, tiny group of liberals of which I was one. But it was always a
question as to whether the nationalist or the Marxist would win out in the ANC. The
minute the Cold War ended and the wall fell, it created a historical conjuncture in
which things were possible which were previously had not been possible and so it had
a huge impact and changed the course of South Africa.
Question: This is my first trip to South Africa. So learning more about the transition
and understanding it a bit more has been a revelation to me. But I think it is fair to say
that the outside world has tended to look at in South Africa with admiration, for
managing the transition from what could have been a blood bath to the situation we
see now. But that does not necessarily mean that they were engaged in helping the
transformation to multi-party democracy, which you have described. What sort of
support should foreign governments, foreign countries be offering this transition? Or
should they keep their noses well out of it because it is a South African problem, to be
solved there?
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Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
I think they should require South Africa to conform to all the international commitments
and treaties to which we are signatories. There is no question about that. I think too
that they should require South Africa to at least respect her own constitution and to
stand by that, because that was an internal compact, no one forced it upon us, it was
negotiated by South Africans for our conditions. That remains a compact at the heart
of our capacity to succeed in this transition. I also would love to see that foreign
governments not only give all of their aid and due process at the very least. They
should make their voices known, when we don’t, but apart from that this is a major
struggle for South Africans to get right primarily and I wish you could send back all the
extraordinary experts with their wonderful skills to South Africa. Because we need
every single one of them right here.
Question: One of the big issues that this country is facing is its supply of energy. So I
ask you if your party is in favor of nuclear power? What is your position? Secondly,
should political parties influence those decisions as to what technologies are deployed
to resolve your energy issues?
Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
First of all to the second question, yes, political parties must have positions on these
issues. We have to have a policy on everything and we must have policies on energy
generation. That is a critical issue, and a critical factor for sustainable growth and one
of the breaks on sustainable growth and development was that a few years ago, we
were certainly not generating enough electricity, which put a severe strain on growth.
The only reason we have enough now is that the economy slowed down so much
during the international slowdown and downturn. Our view is that we should invest
very heavily in green energy, because we have more potential there, than anywhere
else in the world. You haven’t experienced Cape Town’s wind sufficiently yet, but when
you do you will see that there is a plentiful and almost unstoppable supply. South
Africa has large tracts where there is a plentiful, almost unlimited supply of sunlight.
We also have wave energy around the Western Cape that is not replicated anywhere
else in the world. That is why we call it the Cape of Storms. So if we can harness
those sources of energy, I believe that we are basically sitting on the green energy oil
wells of the economies of the 21st century. If we can harness them, make it viable and
affordable, we could export that energy. So I believe that we should be investing very
heavily in green energy projects. The big problem is – and here the bureaucracy
comes in – that it is like sitting on the oil wells of Arabia, but having a law that says you
are not allowed to pump. There are so many laws that get in the way of our
exploitation of green energy that it drives me crazy and I have to work a great deal
with the national minister to try to get some of those removed. Our least favored option
is coal-fired energy, because it is enormously expensive to use. Not the product itself,
we have enormous resources of cheap coal, but it will become increasingly expensive
because coal is not a renewable resource and coal pollutes. We would prefer, if it
were a choice between coal and nuclear, we would not be close to nuclear, but we are
much more favorable to green energies, which we consider to be the energies of the
future.
Question: You mentioned education and the lack of skills as being one of the biggest
problems in South Africa today. This was also featured strongly in one of the
presentations yesterday. In your opinion, what must South Africa do over the next
years to address that and what kind of time scale are we looking at to achieve the
level of skills that you would consider satisfactory for the country?
Progress through Politics – Helen Zille – page 222

Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
I was the emissary for this in this province, so I was responsible for breaking my brain
on that one, but I was only there for two years – a very short time. Now I am managing
to implement the policies and I hope I will be in power for a little bit longer this time
around. We were in a coalition government the last time and the coalition fell apart.
We were the tiny partner, so we were out. I believe that you can teach most children
most things if you have an excellent and committed teacher, if you have enough time
on the project and if you have sufficient learning resources for the child to use
afterwards to go over things, to revise and to consolidate. So I developed this mantra
of time, teachers and texts. I still stick by that fundamentally today.
The first problem is our teachers. We have very good teachers and we have some of
the best public schools in the world. I am very proud to say that my own son is a
mathematics teacher in a public school. When I say public school, it is not the British
version of the public school. It is the opposite of what the Brits say. Their public is a
private school and here a public is what it says, it is a state school. We have extremely
good teachers who aren’t measured on the outcomes and are not accountable for the
outcomes of their learners, that is the first problem. The second problem is that time is
managed so badly in the most part of our system. Learning tasks that should take two
or three weeks, end up taking seven or eight months. So the syllabus is never
finished. Thirdly, we have a real problem with the management of resources, the
appropriateness of resources and other issues related to that in relation to learning,
things like textbooks, technology and other things. We are certainly looking at dealing
with them, but the biggest challenge is keeping teachers accountable and also to
make up for the deficit dysfunctional parenting, I am afraid. The dysfunctionality of the
family in our country is a very serious issue.
So we have two competing trajectories for the future. They both start with a child born
into poverty. On the one trajectory a child is born into poverty, gets a child grant – and
we support the child grant system so at least the children can at least get some
nutrition and get some health care. The parents both take responsibility for the child
makes sure that the child is getting some nutrition and that the grant is used to support
the child, that the goes for regular check-ups to the clinic and it goes to school. So
even though it is not a particularly good school, the parents support the child, create
space to learn, encourage the learning enterprise and the child stays in school until
she passes the final examination when she is 17 or 18. She passes her matric, she
gets a bursary for tuition and skills development, she has some skills that are
marketable, she has an opportunity in a growing economy, she gets a job and starts
from a better place than her parents. There you have the combination of the school,
the institution, the parents and the child working together, so you get a virtuous cycle
which can start the next generation from a better place than the first. And you’ve got
the generations spaced about 25 years apart, so she’d be about 25, before she had
children of her own. That is a very difficult trajectory in a developing country. The far
more competitive trajectory in a negative sense has a child born into poverty to a
single mother, who never knows her father, whose father never pays any maintenance
or take any interest, but the child’s mother is often on substances of one kind or
another, especially in the Western Cape where we have an horrific substance abuse
problem - that is drugs and alcohol – that the child goes to school and has very little
parental supervision, has a teacher who doesn’t care.
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The mother may have a number of children, often from different fathers, none of whom
care about the children or maintain them. The child herself probably gets pregnant at
13, drops out of school, goes on to substance abuse. When she is 18 she puts her
name down on a list for housing waiting list for a state house. By the time she is 25,
she hasn’t got one because of the length of the waiting list. She then joins a service
delivery protest and says, what is the government doing for me. I am not
exaggerating. That is not an invented scenario. It is in fact a very entrenched one,
which is becoming more normal than exceptional in our country. Now those are two
trajectories that are battling it out with each other. Until we get the notion that if you
make a baby, you have to be a responsible parent; until we get the idea that if you are
a teenager, you shouldn’t have a baby, that you must first get your education, until that
goes parallel with the time, teachers and textbooks that I talked about, we will not
crack this problem. Unfortunately, any sense of inappropriateness for teenage
pregnancy does not exist in our society anymore. It is just too common that children
have babies at thirteen. If fact, children have had babies at as young as ten years old.
I did not even know that it was possible! Women starting to have babies as soon as
they are biologically able to do, so is a very serious problem. There are obviously
exceptions. Fewer teenagers have babies, than don’t have babies, fortunately. We
have to deal with these problems, if we want to turn this around. And men taking
responsibility for the children they father, is a sine qua non. Men who take
responsibility is an indispensible component for social development. The number of
men who believe that it is not their responsibility is quite shocking. I don’t want to be
rude about our president, but I won’t go there. The fact it is a norm in many parts of
our society and it is a huge problem.
Question: You spoke about South Africans living abroad. I work in Dubai and I think
there alone there are 70,000 or 80,000 expatriates, there is Afrikaans schooling, there
is a whole South African community and all of them are intensely patriotic and lovesick about their country, but they are not coming back. Why do you think they are not
coming back or what do you do to attract them back?
Mrs. Helen Zille, Premier of the Western Cape
All I can do to attract them back, is to make South Africa the kind of viable democracy
that will grow economically and where they will not feel discriminated against,
whatever color they are, whatever language they speak, whatever religion they are. If
we establish a viable open, opportunity driven society for everyone, who would not
want to live here? With great respect I have been to Britain and I like it very much and
I particularly love the fact that it is the cradle of democracy and its low-key tolerance
and all of the other virtues it has, but I couldn’t live there. Firstly, I would die of
boredom. They have big issues, but we have bigger issues and challenges to face. So
my job is to make this the kind of country that every person who wants to be patriotic,
wants to be in. Much of my family has left South Africa. When we have family
reunions, I say that I am working so that you can come back, so that your children can
come back. That is it, if we don’t get the politics right, then nobody will. So my job is to
get the politics right.
Mr. Valerio Battista, ICF President
In the name of all the ICF members, I thank Madam Zille. It has been a pleasure to
have you as a guest at our meeting. We wish you and South Africa all the best.
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